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DIRECTORS’ STATEMEN T
Popular music in the 20th century championed the idea that musicians are
special people - magical, apart, untouchable – it didn’t work.

T

his is the story we set out to tell in A Divorce Before
Marriage.

I Like Trains were always one of our favourite bands. In our
eyes they were rock stars.
However, when we grew to know them we found a very
different situation - a band fighting for their lives to exist in
a wildly different musical landscape, trying to financially
support themselves through dead end jobs and low paid gigs.
They were writing the best music of their careers, but were

stranded in a musical purgatory between success and failure.
A Divorce Before Marriage isn’t just a film about a band, it
represents a struggle which every creative in modern Britain
can understand: leading double lives to keep artistic freedom
alive. As filmmakers, we ourselves can relate.
Over four years, we’ve learnt an incalculable amount about
childhood dreams, ambition, family and growing up. We’ve
focused our camera on the ordinary and in so doing captured
a universal story for the ages.

M AT T H O P K I N S | B E N L A N K E S T E R

SYNOPSIS
It’s 2006 and five-piece rock band I Like Trains are the toast of the music industry. Having
signed a five album record deal and playing sold out tours around the world, there appears
no limit to what the band can achieve.

A

Divorce Before Marriage picks up the story five years
later, where, following a major downturn in the music
industry, the band find themselves in a drastically different
position.
We follow each band member for the next three years as
they adjust to their new found lifestyle, moving away from
the bright lights and dizzying heights of music stardom and
into the real world where careers, family and adulthood are
paramount. Self-organised tours and the independent release
of their third album serve as a reminder of a life once lived. I

Like Trains are now a band stuck in the middle, yet steadfast
in their determination to succeed in a stagnant music industry.
Capturing the timeless, bittersweet beauty of Yorkshire, A
Divorce Before Marriage is a cinematic portrait of five men
battling to express themselves against the detritus of everyday
life. Moreover, it is a film about the wannabe rockstar finally
growing up, a rite-of-passage documentary that will strike a
chord with any creative individual battling with the strains of
becoming an adult in contemporary Britain.

STILLS FROM THE FILM

TA LK ING POIN TS
S TO RY

FUNDING

A Divorce Before Marriage is a coming-of-age documentary,
highlighting the conflict between growing up and maturing in the
modern day, while also clinging on to the childhood aspirations
that we all longed to fulfil. The film will strike a chord with any
creative in modern Britain.

This film was initially self-funded, and then completed using
funds raised via a hugely successful crowd-funding campaign. In
the end the film raised over £28,500 on Kickstarter.
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This documentary was shot entirely on RED, a rare workflow for
a self-funded and shot documentary.

Away from the glamour of the much talked about and publicised
music industry lies a host of artists desperately trying to gain
notoriety. A Divorce Before Marriage goes where no documentary
has gone before, getting a first-hand view of this struggle to
succeed.

TECH N I CA L A PPROACH

PREMIERE
The World Premiere of A Divorce Before Marriage took place
at Picturehouse Central, London on Saturday 25th June 2016,
showing to a sold-out audience as part of Open City Doc Fest.
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For more from Ben,
check out his social
media accounts:
@BenLankester
@ben.lankester

BEN LANKESTER
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Ben is a London based filmmaker and
photographer who has travelled worldwide
working within music, film and commercials.

Matt has worked as a director and DP for
Channel 4, The Media Trust and numerous
brands and organisations worldwide.

His directing credits include work for brands
as diverse as Land Rover, Converse and
Microsoft, while his music video work has
seen him direct promos for an increasing
number of unique British artists including
Suede, I Like Trains and Hudson Taylor, as
well as international acts such as Lang Lang.

His work as a travel filmmaker has seen
him create highly regarded content for
the likes of Kuoni and Lonely Planet, his
distinct visual style giving audiences fresh
perspectives on beautiful destinations.

Ben founded The Progress Film Company in
2010 with partner Matt Hopkins. Progress is
a growing company of filmmakers making
commercials, branded content and feature
length cinema.

For more from Matt,
check out his social
media accounts:
@mattprogress
@hopogram

Matt’s award-winning documentary work
is best encapsulated in his ongoing series
England Your England, which aims to
present the diversity of personal stories
that define us as individuals, communities
and as a nation.
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Shooting Format: RED Digital Cinema

Email: info@adivorcebeforemarriage.co.uk

Exhibition Format: 2K DCP
Aspect Ratio: 16:9
Running Time: 73 mins
Country of Production: United Kingdom
Date of Completion: May 2016
Language: English
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